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Messagdrom the Editor
Decembef021

Dear Members,

This is the nineteenth issue of tBmwadwing
to appear since we started a monthly
distribution schedule. There have been no
vociferous complaints in the last year and &
half, so we will continue. The quizzes remal
popular, and we will continue to distuite
them weekly.

The first issue of theBroadwingfor the
new year will not be distributed until
January 7,2022 so thateveryonehasa
chance to report their First Bird of the
Year.

Please send your sighting, and a picture if
you took one, to
MontclairBirdClub100@ Gmail.conwith the

subject | ine readinp

Sandy Sorkin

Montclair, NJ
Volume LXW, Number4
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Holding a Candle on a Holiday
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JanuaryVirtual Bird Walk

The themeof our January Virtual Bird walk is simply any pictures you
would like us to see. Bird pictures are wonderful, batr overallemphasis

is nature. Personally, | would like to see a dog romping in leaves now and
then, but you getto choose.

Participants will beable to share their screens or email their pictures for
inclusion in a group PowerPoinEmails should be sent at lea&iur days
before the meeting toMontclairBirdClub100@gmail.com

Sandy

RecentMontclair Bird Club Meetings

May 2020: An Online Quiz, with Rick Wright.

June2020: A Walk on PipelineRoad,by SandySorkin.

July 2020: TheRealJame®ond,by Jim Wright.

August2020: An Online Quiz, with Rick Wright.

SeptembeR020: ManakinsandMicrobes,by JenifferHoutz.

October2020: TheBizarreBreedingBehaviorsof Tropical Cuckoos,
by ChristineRiehl.

November2020: Dispersain YoungPeregrind=alconspy Elise Morton.

Decembef020: An MBC StorySlam,by Pamel&Olsen.

January2021: ModernDay Explorationin the Tropics,by DanLane.

February2021:  Winter Raptorspy GiselleSmisko.

March2021: DamselfliesandDragonflies:the OtherWhite Meat, by George
Nixon.

April 2021: Wolf NaturalHistory andTourismin Yellowstone by Paul
Brown.

May 2021: SandhillsandSawwhets,by MatthewSchuler.

June2021 MagnificentNamibia,by LindaWoodbury.

SeptembeR021: Raptorspby WayneGreenstone

October2021: Watershedby HazelEngland.

November2021: Build-a-Bird, by Rick Wright.
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Greater Flamingos Appl@€osmeticso Preserve Their Feather Colors
Chloe Hardy

During the breeding season, a male greater flamingst exhibit the most attractive nuptial

display and the pinkest plumage possible if he iwitothe heart ofhismate. ThefF f I YAy 32 Qa
characteristic pink plumageariesdepending on how rich the diet is carotenes, the pigments

known to give tissues an orange color. These compounds, which are found in the plumage of
theseemblematic birds, can degrade over time when exposed to the rays afuthe

In 2011, the scientist Juan Amat and his team atRlesearch Center of Seville realized that
these birds intentionally smeared their feathers with a substance produced by the uropygial
gland, at the base of the tail. These secretions, which contain carotenoids, act like cegmetic
make the feathers evenipker. The scientists first thought that the point of this behavior was
to make the feathers more colorful. But by combining this new information with data about
pigment degradation, they deduced that this process was actually a methoatafctingthe

fel (i K SoldEatidn. This is what a new study set out to prove, publishdgcmlogy and
Evolutionon September 23,
2021.

According to Maria Ceclila Chiale
one of the authors of the study
and alaboratoryresearchemat

the University La Plata in
Argentina, frequent application
of these uropygial secretions to
feathersoffers asolution to the
problem of maintaining feather
coloration. To test the
hypothesis, she and her researc
team tested feathersn the
presenceor absence olUV
radiation and with or without the
appliedsecretions.

"Even though we observed slight loss of color in flamingo feathers kept in darkness, that change
was not as obvious as in feathers kepbiight conditions without application of the

secetions,” Chiale notes. "Furthermore, feathers exhibiting ¢ineatestquantity of

carotenoids on their surface lost less color, suggesting that the thickness of the carotenoid layer
plays a protective role,"” she continues. And the scientist adds thatd#geee of color loss in

the plumage of the greater flamingo is negatively correlated with the concentration of

pigments on the feather surfaces, which shows the importance of the use of this secretion in
maintaining colorful plumage." In polar oppositiomhuman behavior, flamingos use their "sun
screen” tokeeptheir color.
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Owl Unseen for 150vearsPhotographed in theWild for the Frst Time

Shelley Eagle Owl. Dr. Robert Williams / Imperial College London

British scientists working in Ghana haeeliscovered a "holy grdilFrst describedrom Ghana
in the 1870sthe Shelley Eagle Owhd not beerconfirmedthere since and the only
undisputedphotographs were grainy images taken in 1975 of a cajiviee Antwerp Zoo

That all changed in Octeb of this year, when Joseph Tobias and Robert Willfusbeda

KdzZ3S 0ANR Ay DKiI[ydeQ)ar f180i>%s a4 A2RNB&200dh | a2 GA G LIS N
when we lifted our binoculars, our jaws droppe ¢ KSNB A & y 2 rainfoleS§NI 2 6t A\
GKFG o0A3de ¢KS LI ANJI Yicayidn @ith Bhotdgeaph® ghgwing thdvblackK S A NJ
eyes, yellow bill, and huge size, a distinctive combination of characters in African forest owls.

The Atewa site is threatened by illegal logging anining, but environmental groups are
f200@Ay3 F2NJ GKS INBIF G2 0SS LINRGUGSOGUSR Fa | yI
draws attention to Atewa Forest and its significance in preserving biodiversity. Hopefully, the
discovery there of such rare and magnificent owl will boost the efforts to save one of the last

gAf R T2NBalta Ay DKIyl ®¢
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Parrots on the Tree Given their preferred habitats, it is
Rick Wright unsurprising that when they do descend t
~our latitude, most of these birds occur in

tds not much of a WwichfersItisforedf@hd sighdl thrfissofa her e
in northern New Jersey. Cone cropsseem phi r der 6s Wi nter to stand

to have been good along the US spruce and be showered with needles, twigs,
Canadian border from Ontario east, withthe  and cone scales as the crossbills systematically
result that this winter, most of the work their way through theees.

traditionally irruptive species are likely to limit
their waderings to the boreal forests to our
north.

And inevitably, the birder next to you will say,
oJust | i ke a Christmas t

half a century now, and wondering for

nearly as long who first compared the
sight of an evergreen covered with winter
finches ® a Christmas tree gaily bedight with
baubles. Almost a hundred years ago, Rudolf
Steiner, the Austrian founder of
anthroposophy, suggested, in a roundabout
way, that the origins of the notion reached
back as far as the fifteenth century:

I(")ve been hearing the si

When birds pafche juniper tree, the old people
regarded them with the same love with which one
nowadays gazes on the cookies and presents beneatt
Christmas tree, so that the juniper outdoors became th
Christmas tree that they carried into their houses.

In other years, thoufjhmaybe next year,
maybe the year afiewe can reasonably
hope to see significantmhbers of some of
those northern birds here in New Jersey: red
and whitewinged crossbills, pine siskins, Just how & knew this is unclear, and there are
evening or even a few pine grosbeaks. Large no early modern sources cited here. Perhaps it
numbers of that &hon o wasdigctdoimuaitaton af theekind Seiher
breasted nuthatch also appear every couple of elsewhere claimed to enjoy with the-long

years or so, as gaals July and in habitats dead.

;anglng from coastal dunes to backyard he earliest reliable textual attestation |

eeders. have encounter&done not dependén
on necromantic practites in Gert

G°bel 6s 1l®ngérthame nifetime in
Missourit is no coincidence that this author
was a German immigrant: it was the Germans,
after all, who introduced the Christmas tree to
the AngleSaxon world.

G°bel 6s book is said to
important sources for the history of

nineteentkcentury immigrant life on the

lower Missouri River. It also preserves some
notable insights into th
than a century and a half ago.

Up until ta end of the 1830s, every fall saw the
arrival of large flocks of parrots in our area; they often
stayed until spring. This was a small species, the size
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of a dove but ghdetd; their plumage was a
beautiful pale green with an orange head. Thest
were a real ornament in the bare trees of winter
a particularly splendid sight when a flock of sewve
hundred would land in one of the large sycamor
where the green of the birds was enhanced by t *
dazzlingly white bark of the tree. Wigbih gsha b
was shining on the parrots at the top of a tree, tl
many goldetiow heads looked like a collection ¢
lights.

This sight always reminded me vividly of a Chris
tree of the kind usual for manglasisitdenilies

in my homet¢@oburgBavaria]. . . When it
was decorated on Christmas Eve with candles ¢
with gold and silver apples and nuts, it was quitc
similar to a tree full of parrots. . . .

By the time Gobel recorded these thoughts,
the Carolina parakeet was long gone from his
part of Missouri, and it would vanish entirely
another sixty years o
remained bright, though, and so will @urs

the next time a flock of boreal finches lights

up the trees here in New Jersey.
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Possible choices for birds to decorate your tree
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