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Message from the Editor 

December 2021 
 

Dear Members, 

 

This is the nineteenth issue of the Broadwing 

to appear since we started a monthly 

distribution schedule. There have been no 

vociferous complaints in the last year and a 

half, so we will continue. The quizzes remain 

popular, and we will continue to distribute 

them weekly. 

 

The first issue of the Broadwing for the 

new year will not be distributed until 

January 7, 2022, so that everyone has a 

chance to report their First Bird of the 

Year. 

 

Please send your sighting, and a picture if 

you took one, to 

MontclairBirdClub100@Gmail.com ,with the 

subject line reading ñFBY.ò 

 

Sandy Sorkin 
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Holding a Candle on a Holiday 
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January Virtual Bird Walk 

 
 

Recent Montclair Bird Club Meetings 
 

May 2020:   An Online Quiz, with Rick Wright. 

June 2020:  A Walk on Pipeline Road, by Sandy Sorkin. 

July 2020:  The Real James Bond, by Jim Wright.  

August 2020:   An Online Quiz, with Rick Wright. 

September 2020:   Manakins and Microbes, by Jeniffer Houtz. 

October 2020:  The Bizarre Breeding Behaviors of Tropical Cuckoos,                        

by Christine Riehl. 

November 2020:  Dispersal in Young Peregrine Falcons, by Elise Morton.  

December 2020:  An MBC Story Slam, by Pamela Olsen. 

January 2021:  Modern-Day Exploration in the Tropics, by Dan Lane. 

February 2021:  Winter Raptors, by Giselle Smisko. 

March 2021:  Damselflies and Dragonflies: the Other White Meat, by George 

Nixon. 

April  2021:  Wolf Natural History and Tourism in Yellowstone, by Paul 

Brown. 

May 2021:  Sandhills and Saw-whets, by Matthew Schuler. 

June 2021:  Magnificent Namibia, by Linda Woodbury. 

September 2021:  Raptors, by Wayne Greenstone. 

October 2021:  Watershed, by Hazel England. 

November 2021:  Build-a-Bird, by Rick Wright. 

The theme of our January Virtual Bird walk is simply any pictures you 
would like us to see. Bird pictures are wonderful, but our overall emphasis 
is nature. Personally, I would like to see a dog romping in leaves now and 
then, but you get to choose. 
 
Participants will be able to share their screens or email their pictures for 
inclusion in a group PowerPoint. Emails should be sent at least four days 
before the meeting to MontclairBirdClub100@gmail.com. 
 
Sandy 
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Greater Flamingos Apply Cosmetics to Preserve Their Feather Colors 
Chloe Hardy 
 
During the breeding season, a male greater flamingo must exhibit the most attractive nuptial 
display and the pinkest plumage possible if he is to win the heart of his mate. The ŦƭŀƳƛƴƎƻΩǎ 
characteristic pink plumage varies depending on how rich the diet is in carotenes, the pigments 
known to give tissues an orange color. These compounds, which are found in the plumage of 
these emblematic birds, can degrade over time when exposed to the rays of the sun. 
 
In 2011, the scientist Juan Amat and his team at the Research Center of Seville realized that 
these birds intentionally smeared their feathers with a substance produced by the uropygial 
gland, at the base of the tail. These secretions, which contain carotenoids, act like cosmetics to 
make the feathers even pinker. The scientists first thought that the point of this behavior was 
to make the feathers more colorful. But by combining this new information with data about 
pigment degradation, they deduced that this process was actually a method of protecting the 
feŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ coloration. This is what a new study set out to prove, published in Ecology and 
Evolution on September 23, 
2021. 
 
According to Maria Ceclila Chiale, 
one of the authors of the study 
and a laboratory researcher at 
the University La Plata in 
Argentina, frequent application 
of these uropygial secretions to 
feathers offers a solution to the 
problem of maintaining feather 
coloration. To test the 
hypothesis, she and her research 
team tested feathers in the 
presence or absence of UV 
radiation and with or without the 
applied secretions. 
 
"Even though we observed slight loss of color in flamingo feathers kept in darkness, that change 
was not as obvious as in feathers kept in bright conditions without application of the 
secretions," Chiale notes. "Furthermore, feathers exhibiting the greatest quantity of 
carotenoids on their surface lost less color, suggesting that the thickness of the carotenoid layer 
plays a protective role," she continues. And the scientist adds that "the degree of color loss in 
the plumage of the greater flamingo is negatively correlated with the concentration of 
pigments on the feather surfaces, which shows the importance of the use of this secretion in 
maintaining colorful plumage." In polar opposition to human behavior, flamingos use their "sun 
screen" to keep their color.  
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Owl Unseen for 150 Years Photographed in the Wild for the First Time 
 

Shelley Eagle Owl. Dr. Robert Williams / Imperial College London 
 
British scientists working in Ghana have rediscovered a "holy grail." First described from Ghana 
in the 1870s, the Shelley Eagle Owl had not been confirmed there since, and the only 
undisputed photographs were grainy images taken in 1975 of a captive in the Antwerp Zoo.  

That all changed in October of this year, when Joseph Tobias and Robert Williams flushed a 
ƘǳƎŜ ōƛǊŘ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ !ǘŜǿŀ CƻǊŜǎǘΦ ά[ǳŎƪƛƭȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ƻōƛŀǎΣ άƛǘ ǇŜǊŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ ōǊŀƴŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
when we lifted our binoculars, our jaws droppedΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǿƭ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ rainforests 
ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƛǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛfication with photographs showing the black 
eyes, yellow bill, and huge size, a distinctive combination of characters in African forest owls.   

The Atewa site is threatened by illegal logging and mining, but environmental groups are 
ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
draws attention to Atewa Forest and its significance in preserving biodiversity. Hopefully, the 
discovery there of such a rare and magnificent owl will boost the efforts to save one of the last 
ǿƛƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀΦέ  
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Parrots on the Tree 
Rick Wright 

tõs not much of a winter finch winter here 
in northern New Jersey. Cone crops seem 
to have been good along the US-

Canadian border from Ontario east, with the 
result that this winter, most of the 
traditionally irruptive species are likely to limit 
their wanderings to the boreal forests to our 
north.  

 
 

In other years, thoughñmaybe next year, 
maybe the year afterñwe can reasonably 
hope to see significant numbers of some of 
those northern birds here in New Jersey: red 
and white-winged crossbills, pine siskins, 
evening or even a few pine grosbeaks. Large 
numbers of that òhonorary finchó the red-
breasted nuthatch also appear every couple of 
years or so, as early as July and in habitats 
ranging from coastal dunes to backyard 
feeders. 

 
 

Given their preferred habitats, it is 
unsurprising that when they do descend to 
our latitude, most of these birds occur in 
conifers. It is one of the signal thrills of a 
birderõs winter to stand beneath a pine or 
spruce and be showered with needles, twigs, 
and cone scales as the crossbills systematically 
work their way through the trees. 

And inevitably, the birder next to you will say, 
òJust like a Christmas tree!ó 

õve been hearing the simile for nigh onto 
half a century now, and wondering for 
nearly as long who first compared the 

sight of an evergreen covered with winter 
finches to a Christmas tree gaily bedight with 
baubles. Almost a hundred years ago, Rudolf 
Steiner, the Austrian founder of 
anthroposophy, suggested, in a roundabout 
way, that the origins of the notion reached 
back as far as the fifteenth century: 

When birds perched in a juniper tree, the old people 
regarded them with the same love with which one 
nowadays gazes on the cookies and presents beneath a 
Christmas tree, so that the juniper outdoors became the 
Christmas tree that they carried into their houses.  

Just how he knew this is unclear, and there are 
no early modern sources cited here. Perhaps it 
was direct communication of the kind Steiner 
elsewhere claimed to enjoy with the long-
dead.  

he earliest reliable textual attestation I 
have encounteredñone not dependent 
on necromantic practiceñis in Gert 

Gºbelõs 1877 memoir Longer than a Lifetime in 
Missouri. It is no coincidence that this author 
was a German immigrant: it was the Germans, 
after all, who introduced the Christmas tree to 
the Anglo-Saxon world. 

Gºbelõs book is said to be one of the most 
important sources for the history of 
nineteenth-century immigrant life on the 
lower Missouri River. It also preserves some 
notable insights into the riverõs wildlife more 
than a century and a half ago. 

Up until the end of the 1830s, every fall saw the 
arrival of large flocks of parrots in our area; they often 
stayed until spring. This was a small species, the size 

I 

I 

T 
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of a dove but short-tailed; their plumage was a 
beautiful pale green with an orange head. These flocks 
were a real ornament in the bare trees of winter. It was 
a particularly splendid sight when a flock of several 
hundred would land in one of the large sycamores, 
where the green of the birds was enhanced by the 
dazzlingly white bark of the tree. When the bright sun 
was shining on the parrots at the top of a tree, their 
many golden-yellow heads looked like a collection of 
lights. 

This sight always reminded me vividly of a Christmas 
tree of the kind usual for many middle-class families 
in my hometown [Coburg, Bavaria]. . . . When it 
was decorated on Christmas Eve with candles and 
with gold and silver apples and nuts, it was quite 
similar to a tree full of parrots. . . .   

By the time Göbel recorded these thoughts, 
the Carolina parakeet was long gone from his 
part of Missouri, and it would vanish entirely 
another sixty years on. Gºbelõs memories 
remained bright, though, and so will oursñ
the next time a flock of boreal finches lights 
up the trees here in New Jersey.   
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Possible choices for birds to decorate your tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Finial bird 

Some birds show up better than others 


