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| hope everyone enjoyed the June isslid he Broadwingnd is out photographing for June 2Q21
when ideally, we will be back to regular meetings. | appreciate that we have the virtual
alternative, but | miss théndividual contactand the recounting ofecent birding experiences
and the brownies and cookigsf course.

We are once again fortunate to have an article written by Rick Whigthtis issughat educates

and entertains at the same timéie has also contributed a book revieWhere is also atlie
history with a story about flightless birds, even though it is birds that have intrigued the minds of
men and women since the beginning of tirwed convin@d us that one day we would fly as well.

My contribution is a continuation of my morning walkoand The Serpentine and’he Long
Water, and fa no apparent reasorthere are pelicans opage 2.

Finally, | want to tankeveryonewho participatesin our Zoom meeting the quiz was enjoyable,
and we plan to have another one very sodie also got a good look at Panamastly, | hope
everyone continues to enjoyun weekly quizzestays safe

Sandy



Great White Pelicanand a Great Cormoranh St. James Parkondon UK




Flightless Birds
September 161903

At the beginning of the 20th centuryhe sky became the next frontieand scientists raced to
emulate birds. Samuel Langley, a walhown astronomer, attempted to couple steampower

with flight in his mode] the Langley Aerodrome or the Buzzard. His aerodrome model was
steam-powered and capable of being launched from a halmat on the Potomac. In Langley's
attempt to limit the extent to which the plane would be heaviénan air, he produced a plane
too fragile for powered flight. In this cartoon, Berryman shares a laugh with the many species
of flightless birds as the Buzed's third attempt at flight ended in failure. He would attempt to
launch the aerodrome two more timegunsuccessfully before the Wright Brothers made
history.

Flightless Birds
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A Duck Tail
Rick Wright

Common and familiar over great stretches of North
America and the Caribbean, the Ruddy Duck was
nevertheless a latecomer to formal ornithological
history. Not until 1785 long after most New World
waterfowl had been cataloguaddid the English
ornithologist John Latham describe what he called the
Jamaica Shoveller, namddr the provenance of the
type specimen and its broad, spatulate bill. (Latham
1785) Latham pointed out a second notable feature at
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That absurdly longstiff, wedgeshaped tail continues to serve modern birders as the Ruddy
5dz01 Qa Yz2ad arftASyd FASTIR YFENJ® Wdzaad K2g Ad )
unsolved.

Today, we know that Ruddy Ducks use their tails to maneuver when feeding unigerand, at

least in males, to attract and impress the opposite sex in mating displays. (Johnsgard 2017) As
200A2dza la GKIFG aSSya G2 dza y263 (GKS wdzRRe Q.
speculation. As late as 1903, the final, posthumous ed@ich 9f t A20 G / 2dzSaQa 3N
GKFd GKS O0ANR dagAivya oStft dzyRSNI g GSNE 6KSy A
(Coues 1903). Latham (1785), in describing the closely related and similarhailedgWhite

headed Duck of the Old Wdkl had claimed that even when the bird was not diving the tail

Fdzy OGA2yYySR |da NHZRRSNE GAYYSNBSR Ay GKS gl (St
experiences with living Ruddy Ducks fifty years after Latham, John James Audubon wrote that he
Gdal g GoksSmahdzNA which they used their tail when swimming [on the surface],
SYLX 28Ay3 AG y26 a I NHRRSNE YyR F3FAY gAGK

The English naturalist and author Thomas Campbell Eyton offered a more thoroughagigiplan

of the possible effecof i K i G OSNIAOIE Y20A2yé ogdlsS8suppksE 206 a S
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to add his own speculation on the matter, a speculatm@arhaps inspired by the etymology of
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necessarily upright, the legsb&n LJ | OSR FI NJ ol O1 6 NRadé 6922y
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lean back, upright, on their tail (Brua 2020).

By far the most imaginative explanation of the R 5 dz01 Q& GF A€t g1 & Lizi ¥
FASETR O2YLI yAzy YR f I (i SAkeri&GR DinithdldgySuFprisindlySE | y RS
Wilson never saw this species in life but in describing the two specimens in Charles Willson

4
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had the advantage of an apparent increase in the numbers of a species that Wilson had called
GSEGNBYSte NINBE omMymnod® hNR KAYasSt mdivgal t SOG S
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of Natural Sciences. (Ord 1829)

hNR 2064aSNIZSRts of ke tail
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by a full inch, with the bare shaft branchinf
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the tail feathers having been furnishe@=iias
with the like process, but which had beef s
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feather tips Ord describes were late == 3
identified as the remnants of dow -
adhering to the emerging rectrices. (Coues 1878) Abnasf the tail feathers is a normal part of
GKS | Rdzf & wdzRR& 5dz01 Q& fAFS KAal2NRXZ u222 A
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(Brua 2020)
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there was one.

The actual nesting habits of the Ruddy Duck would not
be revealed for another nearly thirty years. In 1857,

Osbert Salvin undertook his first expedition to

Guatemala (Mullens and Swann 1917), a journey that
would ultimately inspire the greaBiologia centrali

americana On that first visit, he discovedavhat seems

to have been the first Ruddy Duck nest known to
science not in the cleft of a canyon wall or deep inside
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The truth is decidedly mundane, eveh 8 3K f &8 RAA&F LR AYGAYy3IT Ay O02)
romantic vision of pudgy scansorial waterfowl clambering about in the wilds of North America.

But it is worth remembering that everything modern birders know, someone before us had to

learn.



