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How old is this northern mockingbird? 

 

 

 

Link to ponder: Why do animals communicate?  

 

The answer is on the next page 
 

 

https://www.gazettenet.com/earth-matters-dec-9-49087531


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The very dark iris of this northern mockingbird (compare the decidedly yellow eye of the bird 
below) suggests that it was in its first calendar year when it was photographed in December. Note, 
though, that older mockingbirds can occasionally show gray irides, making it necessary to examine 
the details of wing and tail to 
definitively age the bird. The 
shape of the rectrix tips and the 
color and pattern of the 
primary coverts are invisible 
here, making certainty difficult 
or impossible.    
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