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Winter in the northeast can be a precarious time for birds. Food is scarce and 

birds rely on the food caches built in fall. If you’ve stored a thousand seeds to 

consume later, you must remember where you stored them. Not an easy task. 

How do black-capped chickadees do it? 

 
 

Link to ponder: State of the Birds Report 

 

The answer is on the next page 
 

https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2022/download-pdf-report/?_gl=1*hxg8qt*_ga*MjE0NTIwNTUwMy4xNjY1NTg5NDI5*_ga_QR4NVXZ8BM*MTY2NTU4OTQyOS4xLjAuMTY2NTU4OTQyOS42MC4wLjA.&_ga=2.130565135.1081261238.1665589429-2145205503.1665589429


To remember where all the seeds are located, the chickadee’s brain grows 
larger in late summer by adding additional neurons in the hippocampus, 
where memories are stored. The new neurons replace older ones from the 
previous season. 
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