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Imagine banging your head against a tree all day, woodchips flying 

everywhere. If you are a woodpecker, how do you keep all of 

that debris from filling up your nostrils? 

 

 

 

Link to ponder: Birding the British Library  

 

The answer is on the next page 
 

https://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts


 

The bristles around the nostrils filter flying woodchips and protect 

the woodpeckers from dust.  
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